CT No. XLy OF 1975.}
AREAS) PRESERVATION OF Tress Act, 1975)
o ; |16th September 1975)

| Amended by Mab. 3 of 1977, - F Amended by Mah. [ of 1996. (8-1-1996)1
trees in urban areas in the State by regulating

An Act to make hetter provision for
trees and providing for planting of adequate number of

25 ' MAHARASHTRA A

{11 MATIARASITRA (URBAN.

felling of
_ hew trees in those arcas .
WHEREAS with the growisg pace of urbarisation and ind ustrialisation, there
sumber of trecs in the urban arcas of the

i * has beeft indiscriminate felling of large 1
otection und

State of Maharashtra ; ,
AND WHEREAS it is expedient to mal-e better nrovision *for Pr
Lpees in urban ateas in the State, by regulating felling of trees and
adequate nuinber of new trees in those areas and tu provid:

ted in the T wenty-sixth Year ol

preservation] of
rewith; It is iereby enac

providing for planiing i
nected the

y. (1) This Act
and Prcse_wation\ of Trees Act, 1975. !
(2) It ;;)gt.c.nds Lo .thc whole‘hcgf the State of Maharashtra. .

(3) It shall cornc into Lorce ip any urban atea or part thereof on-such date as
_ '_ \ by hotification. in’ the Official Gazette, specify; and
differert dates may be spec ' arts thereof.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,~—

‘(1 a) “prescrlhed” means;l-_.},‘p‘rescribed Ly rules made under section 22
new trees. and ffuther

. _of this act;] _ i o
. ) pigge_r_\_fagirg_g._-_gf _trees;” includes _planting of

- operations Tt §urvival an ‘-;ng,gi_l__c)__n_g_l_,___ —the trees. ,
L= - (b) relevant Act”’ means the Act under’ which the urban jocal authority

i concéified i constituted ;- |
o -t(c) ‘; to fell u g[gglf_f__itlcltl'd_esburn":ng or cuttingor f{or In apy way daimaging
o e AR = I__,__..,._a_,___...._.___,_____._______ \ging
£ (d) o tree " mears any perennial woody plant, whether in the sceding or
sappling stage oF fully grown stage, and includes shrnbs whose pranches spring
m the ground level 3] 1-‘-' _
“Tree Ollicer means’ an officer appotn
the purposc of this Act; -
) “urbap arca " means a municipal corporation area {or which a mupicipal
ation: iS constituted upder the Bomibay Municipal Corporatior Act, the
Provincial Municipal Corporation Act, 1949 or the City of Nagput
son Act. 1948, or a. municipal area for which a Municipal Cotncil is
under the Maharashtra ,Municipalitics Act, 1965, and includes a nolti-
which a Syecial ﬂénnix’:g Authority is ccast futed or appointed under
the Malmrash,t.i"'éi‘Régiom\l and Town Planning Act, 1966 ox an ared
¢ site for a new. town for which a T elopment "Authority s

ney
- 7_-,r---scction 113 of the Mahatrashtra Regiotia and Town Planning

ted as such by the Tree Authority

i
_.“____’,'_\._——-—__'_:_.;-,_._._ﬂ_,____-——_.___p-___.__—.,-_ i
Mahcrashira Government Gazelle, 1975, Fart V

Mahr— el bn
Vi, - 1 For Sratement of Objects and Reasons, See .
" by Mah. 7 of 199G, 5. 2.

v . .of 1966, p. 596, .
2 These words werc subsli_tulcd for tho words for Preservation
3 These words were snbsluu{c!;l‘}'or tho words . preservation " ibfd, & 3.
{bid, 8. !
g trees to olhm! sites,

4 Clause (la) was inserted, fbid,
jords were substituted for
o to cause substantial damage

5 These W the words * transplantin » oy Mah. )
of 1977, s. 2(a) e
6 Theso words were cubstituted for the words ** lopping @ tr¢
or degtruction thereto, ™ ibi © 8.2(b)-
pstituted for. the original, ibid., 8. 2(¢).

4 Clause. (d) was su
+ This indicates the date of commencement of Act.

-

commene’
menf.

k& for matters con
the Republic ol Indiaoas follows, namely =
; + .., PRELIMINARY. : : :
muy be called the Maharashtia (Urtan Areas) 3[Protectionglst'-;!.':t?iq"'-\g
h L.

“'the State. “Government may;
‘fed for different urban areas ot P
Definitions
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L ) e , " ' ' ;
(g) “ urban local authority”.in respect of:any urban area. means the municipal .

corporation, municipal council, Special Planning Authority or  Development
Authority, as the case may be, having jurisdiction over that. area ; ’

(1) words and expressions:used in this Aé_t,- but not &eﬁncd.lh)..élre.:i‘ilzl,"“s]mlll have ’

the meanings assigned to them imn. the-relevant Act.

CHAPTER 1L
, R e <
ESTABLISHMENT AND PROCEDURE OF TREE AUTHO_RI'I"IY.

L 1
b Mish- 3. (]) Ag soon as may be after this Agt is brought into force in any urban area
meit -_I.i I_rCF the urban local authority concerned shal’! tomstitute a Tree Authority, consisting of
Authority. i1the Chairman and other] not less than five afid not more thar fifteen persons, from
~amongst its members, appointed in such marnéf and for such period as that authority

may determine :

t
el

Provided that, where an administrator by whatever name called is appointed for
any municipal corporation or municipal council, he shall, during the period of his

~ appointment, act as the Tree Authority and exercise all the powers and perform
" all the duties of the Tree Authority. ' ! '

In the case of an urban Iacal authority $pecified in column (1) of -the table

umn (2) thercof. ; .

Name of the urban local authority Thairtnan of its Tree 'Au'thrity
(N ' i i

(2)

w0l ration.

his _iarzmpal Council : e 'I‘he‘Prcsidcut ol the_‘Cdunqil,.,

fealtins

% 2 The Commissioner] of the Corpo-

T

jarashtra . Regional and Town ,

New Town Developmert Authiority

[E

4m
[

constituted under section 113(2) of ' . the New Town I)iéve_loﬁ;_l';‘xent:,\e., 1
: the Maharashtra Regional afid Town " Adthority. U T Maid
2 leini_n__g Act, 1966.. N !r S T i J 'bfilgﬁ‘(’iﬁ o

" The Minaging Director of" the

' 5. A New Town Development Authotity ]
- ' Corporation or Company declare

declared under section 113(34) of

ihe Maharashtra Regional'and Town'"to be the "New’ Town Develop-mMah." .
Planning Act, 1966, or a Special . ment Autho.rit‘y. 7 e }(ﬁg{sﬁéﬁ o
> L 1 0. .

Planning Authority appointed under
section 40(1) (h) of t}mt Aclt.‘_

s A .
Vi s FEL W e

| These words were inserted by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 5(a). ) 2 »
2 Theso words were substituted. for the words ** The Mayor ”* ibid.; s. 5(b) ()).: = .= - " W
3 These words were substituted for the words: 4 The Chairman *’-ibid., s::5(b)- (i). ' . -
4 These words were substituted for the words “1The Chairman ' ibid., 3." 5(b) (ifi). -

S eh'rai Planning Aqthoriiy constitu 3[TI1cI_IC11.ief Exccxﬂjye’ ; Oﬁ'{cgr],df_, .
ted under section 40() (a) of the " the Special Planning Authority. !f';\cdﬁl}]im

‘{The Chicf Exéciative Officet] of * .

the Chairman of its Tree Authority shall be the person specified -’ against it

|J'll"“
Fopory
i 2 S

* (gl
i

!
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(3) Every Tree Authority may !{nontinate] representatives of non-oflicial organi-
. sations, who have special knowledge or practical experience in the field of planting
= and preservation of trees, as members of the Tree Authority, but the number of
2[such nominated members shall not xceed the number of members appointed under
-sub-section (/)] These members shallbe [nominated in such manner and for such
‘period as may be preseribed] Y 3 . ' £

(4) Any vacancy in the Tree Authority siall be filled as soon as mmay be by the

authority competent (o appoint the member in whose place fresin appointment is
I

to be made.

; . 4. ."[ (Iy The Tree /'}uthority 3ha11_mcct at lenst once every month at such place

- Meetings and time as the Chairman may decide but, forty-five days shell not intervenc

of Tree between  {ts  two consccutive meetings.]
: SN :

' A thority.

(2) The quorum to censtitute a meeting of the Treé Avuthority shall be one-tbivd
ber of its thembers including 5[the nominated] members, if any.

.~ .of the total num
ght to vote at a meeting of the

i (3) T hé*‘.‘[nbn‘nna{ed] ‘menibers sh?}“:h'we the ri
Tree Authority. . e '

) . S il
SN ) Save as otherwise provided by'or'undcrﬁ,‘this Act; the rules of procedure for
‘the meetirigs of the urban authori_tyfshall nuifatis mutandis apply to the moetings of.

“the Trec Authority. - e :
g \ C}‘Il}}_PTER {1 L)
g Rk S R Orr'lfﬁﬁ%ﬂ‘;‘mﬁ'Sanvﬁﬁ!rs.‘.

B TR ARTES :
. 5. (1),Assoon as may be, qﬁler‘;ﬁ_ 'igl._‘f&ct_,i's‘ broyight into force in any urban arca, '
“tyé Urban loédl duthority concerncd’shall, subje: th sub-section (2), appoint one of Appointment
L vy aema o Yo ekl Xd e oy degatih . ; A 1 3 ofTrcc
mofie of its officers as Tree Officers Tof the pufposes af this Act. Officer.
(2) In Greater Bombay any Oﬂ,icpr‘ to be appointed us 'I'ree'Ol’f_icer shall not be
: below the raitk of Ward Officer, andiin other municipal corporation arcas such
officers shall riot be helaw the rankaf Assistant Muiiicipal Commissioner, In every
miunicipal ared; the Chicf Officer of'tlie mnicipal council concerned shall -be Tree
:Officer, and, the Council may appoint one or more of its other officers s Trec
“Officers. o A e e ot
% sl , s ,"4”\,{". l. i . e .. e
" {3) Every Tree Officer shall ex_el;t_:},__c jurisdiction over the whole or _such part of
the urban area as *[the Tree Authqrij:yﬂ-may,\ from time to time, determine.
6. (1) The urban local a uthoritif;:)ﬁ:ﬁ:j(, from time to time, app.oi_nt, such  other =
officers and servants subordinate t'?fiithc Tree Officer, us it considers necessary . fgrr’g;;;g;'mnl
| council notwith~ officers and

“Provided that, where the urban local adthority is a municipa
‘ ff contained in the Maharashtra Servants:

t to appoint the

Viah, XL standing any restrictions on the appojntment,of stal
of {965 Municipalities Act, 1965, the muicipal council shall be competen
17727 stalf considered necessary by it fOFl:;_.{Iié' purposes of this Act.
"\(2) The donditions of appointmet] dnd servicéand the powers and dutics of such
officers and servants shall be such:ag' may be determined by the urban: Jocal

authority. -
RO .n,l i TR PP o T
1 This word was substituted for the word- “ co-opt *' by Mah 7 of 1996, 5. 5() (1).... )
2 These words, brackels and figure were substituted for the words '* such co-opted members
shall not excecd three ' ibid., s. 5(c) (fik : :
3 These words werc substituted for the words ** co-
as the Tree Authority may determine "-ibid., s. 5(c) (iin. -
4 Sub-section (F) wits substituted ibid.,;s. 6(a).
5 This words was substituted for the word * co-opled ' ibid., 8. 6(b).

6 This word was substituted for the word co-opted '* ibld., s. 6(c).

7 These words were substituled for the'words *' the urban Jocal authority " igid., s.7.

’

opted in such manner and for such period

1 et A



Daties of 7.
Lree [or the time beine in foree, and subject to any special or general dircctions given by -

Anthotity. ¢he State Governmeiil, the Tree Authority. shall be responsible for-— &

Restrictions
on fellings of arce
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CHAPTER 1V.
DUTIFS OF TRER AUTITORITY.

Notwilhstinding anything contained in (he relevant Act or in any other law

(a) "[protection and preservation] of all trees in all lands within its jurisdiction

(h) Yearrying vul @ cCNsUs of the existing trecs in all ands w_ig‘hin ita jurisdiction
slonce before December 1996 a ad thereafter once in every,five.years];
: 4 ¢ - - SRR DAL 0 G ] o
(¢) ‘prc:-;c.ri['yi ng standar
plot of land shall have and which shall be planted therein : s

saintenance of nursericsior the supply ol seeds, sapplings

lace trees which have been

involuntarily uprooted];
T e

(d) developrient wit.
and trees of persons who desire to plant new trees or L0 1€p
felled with the previots permission of the Tree Officer 4[or

(e). transplanting ol trees necessi ated by _construction of new. toads or widening _
of existing roads or for safeguarding danger to lile or property; 3

S[([) organisation o1 flower, fruit, vegetable, tree or plant shows *[at least once a
year] and assisting p i

rivate and pubiic institutions in organising suchshows, and crea-
lion ol consciousness of importance of trees and vegelation to the human welfare ];

(1) grant ol advice and technical assistance lo any person secking such advice
or assistance in any matter connected with “[planting, protection and preservation]

of Lrees .

() planting wnd maintaining such pumber of trees as it considers necessary
according to the prescribed standards, f[along the roads,]in public parks and gardens
and on'banks of rivers or,lakes or 9[sea.shores, on hills, open spaces or public places];

(i) undertaking any other schemes or measures for achieving the objects of.. this

J'\C! 2

i

CHAPTER V.

oy S : : s T :

RESTRICTIONS ON FELLING OF TREES AND L1ABILITY FOR PLANTING .
AND PRESERVATION OFF TREES o g

: . ,t}\'-“ ' : g 3 !

8. (/) Onandalicr the date on which this Actis brought into force inany urban

“nofwithstanding any custom, psagh, contract o (W

tices. po person shall fell any trec or cause any'tree Lo be felled in any lard, whether of his

ownership or otherwise, situated within that urban area, except with theprevious

permission of the Tree Officer. o '

sy !

uu—-!

These words were substituted for the words preservation "’ b Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 8(a).
Clause (h) was substituted for the original 'by Mah. 3 of 1977, 813(a). ‘ i
. 3 These words and figures were substituted:for the words ** from time to time,
hy the State Government " by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. &(h). N o,

These words. were added ibid., 8. 8(c).  -" i > Lk
Clause () \ivnsﬁ.suhstituted for the Origipal by’ Mah. 3 of 1977, 's: 3(b). S
These wrf'ffd,s;;wéf&k%:‘scr(cd by Mah, 7 of 1996, s. 8(d). Al R R
These words™were siibstituted for the words ““'planting and presérvation " ibid., s: 8(e).
Theso words were substituted for the words * on roads " ibid., s: 8(f). i
These words were substituted for the words ** sea shored ™ by Mah. 3 of 1977, s. 3(c).

as may be directed
o et Al PR VS

frolie~REN o R

@

ds speeifying the number and types of trecs wliich each.~

l'or the time being "in force, .




shall;.be submitted at least once:iff
- authotity -in_ whose. jurisdiction,,th
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#(2)" If '[any person, including an officer of the urban local authority or an officer
of the State Government or the Central Government;-proposess] to fell a tree; he shall
apply in writing to the *[I'rec Authority] for permission in that behalf. The application
sj.igilnbé accompanied by *[the description of the tree and] a site plan, indicating the
position of thc tiee required to be felled and the reasons therefor. e

A[(3) (a) On receipt of such app!ié_itt'ion, the Tr¢e1-Authority shzll - cause the
Tree Officer to personally inspect thd tree and hold enquiry and submit ‘a report
tct‘; -tlml Tree | Authority A.\zithin a peljil;')ld of thirty.days from the date of receipt
of such application. 'Adequate_public notice shall .be given by the Tree ;
Officér, by advertising 1T Tocal newspapers as well ns—ﬁg* :dllx:né a noticc
on "4 coilsplciois part of the ties:that-is‘required "t6 be I'éf[." Thereafter, the C D gL

A S
&

Tree Authority niay give permissionwith-or without conditions or refuse it

within a’period‘of sixty days from the date of receipt of the application.

However; no trée shall be fell until fifteen days after such permission is given :/ /) °
Pravided that, no such permission:shall be refused if, in the opinion of the

- Tree:’ Authorityyithe tree. is dead,siof: diseased or: windfallen, or it constitutes a

danger fo life or property, or obstructs traffic; and if an .@ms_emfgged -
agF___ET_p“ﬁh‘sm.ermissmn, the matter fshall befplaced Before the Tree Authority
fofireconsideration; and adecision saaft-tre-taken-within two Weeks “after “giving

‘- -grhearing to ‘the person who ‘hasjpaised the: objection.

(Eﬁ repoft-ﬂdf?'ﬁgrmissions'-"g_FlTI"lTéa"B"S;tthe’i’_F:ee Authority for felling trees
5ix months:to the concerned urban Jocal
egg"xr.cc, Authority is functioning] =~
s*[(4) If-thei Tree Authorit ffail%ftﬁifinfdrtp"theuipplicant of its . decisiorn - within.
sixty days; front the date of t1e_t§§qh§,"offthe apgplication by it; or if ithe receipt
of-the application huas been ackrowlédged by it within this. period, from thedate

o

for.. shall. be. deemed to have .bgw{ﬂ rranted.]

'i(5) Where perniission to fell a treé idigranted, the [Trce Authority] may grant it
subject to the-condition that the applicant shall plant another trec of the: same or
other .7[suitable local species]) on the $ame site or other suitable place within thirty
days frosm the date the tree is felled, or'such extended time as the Tree Officer may
allow, in _this "behalf, ‘}:’flti:f

9. (D) I in the opinion of thé._'f ee Officer, the number of trees in dnylandis,
not adequate according to the standg'.'ﬁ_ § prescribed uhder paragraph (c¢) of section 7, \quire
the Tree Officer mayv, after giving 4 reasonable opportunity to the owner or occupier planting of

of.the land of being heard, by ordej;,]f;x;zj;guirc him to plant such trees or additional adequate
fglg:y,be, specified (i the order. number of

trees and at sych places in the land as 1 : ;
" (2) When an order is made under sub-seetin (1), the owner or occupier of the
land shall comply with the order withi, ninety days from the receipt thereof.

10. (1) Whete any tree is fallz}; ox destroyed by wind, fire, lightening or torren?ia] Bt dn
rain, the Tree Officer may,s~y mofi/or:0n information given to him, after holding require
-such inquiry as he dee s it and givitig a reasonable opportunity to the owner or ?mn?'“t{’f‘{ :
occupicr of thelar, where the tree existed, by order, require such owner or occupier Jeeie It
8 [to plant {ne or more trees of thé local species] in place of the tree so fallen or gesi: oyed
local species] at the same or other suitable place tree.

- ofiacknowlédpenient of -the receipljdt’ the application, the "permission - applied

reCH:.

destroY ed of the same or °[other lo
25 miay be specified in the order. = e : o
£ =" » I i  a i W
1 These words were substituted for the words * any person w:shgs " by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 9(a)D.
‘3 These words were substituted for the words * Tree Officer ", ibid., s. 9(a) (ii).
.3 These words were inserted ibid., s.'.ﬁ_(a)_ Qi) - .. ]
4 Sub-section (3) was substituted for the original :.b:.d..;s., (h).
5 Sub-section (4) was cubstituted for the oripinal ibid,,s. '9'((:')._ .
6 These words were substituted for the words ** Tree Officer ibid., s. 9(d) (i).

7 These words were substituted for the words * suitable species thid., 8. O(d}(.ii).
8 These words were substituted for the words'' to plant a trce _b!ffbm'.,l 8( bl)O(q G s o
| ibid., s. AR

9 These words were substituted for the .w,q'rds 2 oll1cr.sﬁc¢ics *

@
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(2)  Where an order is made under sub-section ( /), thec owner or-occupier of the

land sHall comply with the order within rinety days trom the receipt thereof. . ..
i U B Where an order is made+? * *.* under sectionn 8, 9 or 10 subject
't“:’i’P‘ff;ﬁ" to the provisions of sectiod 12, it shall be.the duty of the OW'S‘I.B"I': or occupier of, the
ility for |, n who is directed to plant a tree to see that the tree grows properly °[and is well’
preserved and shall give a report to the Tree Officer once in &ix -months about’the
power to conditions of such tree or trees for a period -of three years]. It shall also be the diity

take deposit of -such owner or occupier to preserve'all other trees existing on’ the lahd on the

for proper 4, tc of coming into force of this Act in‘the urbart area in which thg land is situated.’

*[(2) Where an order ii.made wader, section §, 9 or 10, the Tree Uﬂ“lcer';,ma\y
requirc the owner or, as the case may be,.the occupier, of the land to.deposit -with
him such sum as he may.specily in thisdyehall, as security for ensuring proper comp-
liance with the order made *funder sccii:m{s,B_, 9 or 10]. The sum to be deposited shall
not cxceed such amount as may be prescribed. ] el b

12. (/) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or in any -otherlaw for

trees. the time being inforcee, the Tree Authority may, subject to such térms and conditions,
| as it may specify in that behalf, allow by'a written permission.any individual, body-
corporale or institution to adcpt any tree for such period as may be specified in the:
permission, and during such period the said individual, body corporate or institution

shall be responsible Tor the maintenance and preservation of the said tree.

o ¢

1 . «

(2) Where any order is ' made 7% *** under sections 8,'9 aiid 10, in liew of
planting a new tree, the Trée Authority may by written permission allow the’ person
concerned to adopt a tieé specified by if.and then the person shall be responsible
for the maintenance and preservation of that tree Tor such period ds may be specified
8[by the Trec Authority): = bon : '

“[Provided that, the trees to be adopted shall be less than one year old and
their number shall not be less than the nimibert of trees, which'the person concerned’
could have been required to plant under sub-section (5) of section 8, sub-section
(1) of scction 9 or sub-section (1) ‘of section 10, as the case may be.]

Aforfeitare 13, Where the owner or occupicr of any lard fuils to comply with any ‘order

of depositand ade [under scction 8,9 or 10, the Tree Authorily or the Tree Officers as the case

L‘f;‘;:&ﬁ]u?i may be may,] after giving a reasonable opportunity to such owner ot occupier of
'(lm failure being heard ' forfeit the deposit, in full* or in part to the Tree Authority] and
1o comply without prejudice to any other action which may be taken:‘against the defaulter
with orders ynder this Act, take the fidcessary action 12* * ¢ and recover “the expenditure
L ”“';:.L.'gf‘ incurred therctor from the owier or the occupier, s the casc idy be. [For the purp—
3 ose of recovery ol the amount of such expenditure, the Tree ” Authority or the
‘Free ONicer] <hall lmve the same  powers as are “available to the urban Jocal
authorily for the purpose of recovery of arrcars ol a property lax or where such
Lax is nol levied, for the purpose of recovery of-arrears of betterment charges or

other dues levicd by the urban local authority under the relevint Act.]

1 Scction 11 was renumbered as sub-section (1) by Mah. 3 of 1877 s, 5(1).

2 The words * by the Tree Officer "' was deleted by Mah: 7 of 1996, s. 11(a) (i). L

3 These words were substituted for the words ** and is well preserved "', ibid., s. 11(a) (i),

4 Sub-section (2) was added. by Mah. 3 of 1977, s. 5(2). i 5 e _

5 These words and figures were substituted fer the words ' by him by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 11(6).

6 'These words were inserted - by Mah. 3 of 1977, s. 5(3). e L

7 The words ** by the Tree ORficer "' were déleted by Mah. Twof 1996 s. 12(n).

8 Thesc words were substituted for the words ** by the Tree Officer ) ibid.; 8. 12(b).

9 This proviso was added by Mah. 3 of 1977, s. 6. Y

10 These words and figures were substitutéd for the words and figures ‘' by the Tree Officer
under section 8, 9 or 19, the Tree Officer may ™' by Mah. 7 of 1996, s.-13(a). ‘ d

11 These words inscrted ibid., s. 13(b). (g

12 The word ** himsell ' was deleted, 1hid.s. 13(c).

13 This portion was added by Mah, 3 of 1977, s. 7.

14 These words were inserted by Mah. 7 iof 1996, s. 13(d). e PR

15 These words were substituted for the words ** Recovery ', ibiids, s, 13¢r).

B,
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/
14. (1) Where any decision is given or order is made under section '* * *
" 9or 10 by the Tree Officer, an appeal shall lic to the Tree Authority. Appeals.

(2) The appeal shall be made within fifteen days from the date the decision is
communicated to, or the or_der is received by, the owner or occupicr of the
land and shall be accompanied by a fee of Rs. 50.

' (3) The Tree Authority shall, as for as possible, dccide the appeal within sixty7
days from the date of its receipt, after giving a rcasonable opporturity to the
appellant of being heard. The decision of the Tree Authority shall be finay,
and shall not be questioned in any Court of law #2

Provided that, wherean appeal is made in time, the period for compliance, specisiec

. in the order of the Tree Officer. appealed against, shall be reckoned from the date

_or which the appeal is decided, against the appeliant and where the appeal is
allowed, the fee of Rs. 5C paid thla the appesl shall te refunded to the appellant.

EHAPTER A%

L . o FinvaNcE, BUDGET AND ACCOUNTS.

L

Fund of 15. Notwithstanding anytbing contained in the relevant law or any other law

‘Tree £ the time being in force, the urban local authority shall create a separate furd to

uthority. . ~atled the Trec Authority Fund to which shall be credited all moneies received by
the Tree Authority including— 5 |

¥(a) a contribution by the urban local authority from its income from such
taxes as may be prescribed or.wher such taxes arc not levied by the authority,
from its income Irom the betterment charges, if any. levied by itunder therelevant
Act cr from the income derived by it from the sale of plots made by itunder the
relevant Act. The rates of the contribution shall be such as may be specified by
the State Government, from time to time, by a gereral or special order;)

(b) all, moneics raised by ‘levy of a cess under Chapter VII ;
(c) any grants made by the State Government to the Tree Authority ;

(d) any moncies received b'y' the Tree Authority as donations from any
individuals. or corporate bodies or institutions:

& %(c) any other money received under the Act

Provided that. i’ the total receipts of the Tree Autbority frem all the sources
specified above are less than one half per cent. of the total receipts of the urban
local authority. then the urban Jocal authority stall credit the deficit to the Tree
Authority Fund at the end of each financial year.]

Budget. 16, Every Tree Authority sball, on or bcforq the 31st day of October every vear,
prepare in such form as the urban local authority may prescribe, an annual budget
estimate in respect of the ensuing finaucial year of the estimated income and expendi-
ture of the Tree Authbrity and shall, notwithstanding anvthing contained, in the
celevant law, submit it to the urban local authority for approval and inclusion in

the budget estimate of that authority.

" Accounts 17. The procedure applicable under the relevant law for maintenance and
and audit. qudit of accounts of the urban local authority shall mutatis mutandis apply to the
' maintenance and audit of the accounts of every Tree Authority.

1 The figure “R" wus- deleted, by Mah. 7 of 1996 s. 14.
2 This clsgmsc was substituted for the original by Mah. 3 of 1977, s.
1 Clause () was added by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 15. .

I
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CHAPTER VII

... TREE CESS.

;oo 18, (1) Where under the relevant law, and urban local authority is levying a
2 Levy and property tax on buildings and lands, it shall be Jawful for such authority, notwith-
ollection of standing - anything contained in the relevant law, upon a request. by the
_’:,rrf‘-’ cess. Tree Authority, to levy, for the purposes of this Act, an additional tax to be called

" “the Tree Cess’’ on tie buildings.an Jands, at such rate not exceeding one per cent.

of the rateable value of the property as the said authority may determine. |

(2) The procedurc for levy al!df;b'ollecli011 of the property tax prescribed under
the relevant Act shall muratis mutandis apply to the levy and ccllection of the
cess imposed under sub-section (7). L

CHAPTER VIII
MISGHELLANEOUS

.- 19. Notwithstanding :lnylhing'bgiitz!inéd e the relevant law or any other law for
-+ the time being in force,—

'

weffladgal ” :

- issued ‘under the relevant law,unless the authority competent to issue such certi-
fcate is satisfied that the conditiozis subject to.awhich pern}rssmn'f or development
_of the'land.as aforesaid was givin haye been.complied with.
. A5 2 IT‘ g ] A

20. The Tree Authority may, | fom' time to time, give to the Tree Officer and

as it thiriks - fit as to the  policy, to.be followed
furictions and for carrying out eﬁ:cgﬁwely,.tht: purp
and servants shall comply v.u‘.t‘ﬁ
' Bt i L T g i . L
1[20A. '"The Tree Ol’ﬁcc,r,'qr_"_',iﬁi_i:gr. pt_héi;‘,'Oiﬁcé_r of the urban local authority
authorised by such authority in th sibehalf or any Police Officer may takesuch steps

and use such force as may be reas, I'ﬁébly necessary’ to prevent the felling or destruc-
tien of any tree or for the ‘protection of uny tree.

oses of this Act, and such officers

20B. () 2It] shall be lawful for. the Tree Officer, or any Officer authorised
by him or by the Tre o _
tants as he may d,ccm.necesSary',,-'-upoﬁ‘any‘;"public premises for the purposes
of proper enforcement of th‘is_-.é.gt and for; that purpose carry out such
inspection and take such’ steps “and use such force as may be expedient.

I i L . L »

[ Soctions 20A and 20B were inserted by Mah. 3 of 1977, s. 9.
2 This word was substituted by Mah. 7 of 1996, s. 16(a).
3 Sub-scclion (2) was deleled, ibid, s. 16(b).

(a) any authority or officer of.the urban local authority, who is empowered to {tor_ ]

3 R g i : s fat evelopment
give any permission for develppﬁncnt of land, . shall not give such permission, of Jand
except with the approval of afid 'subject to the conditions, il any, imposed by the to be civen

Tree Officer in regard to the preservation or ‘plantation of trees on such Iand-;;‘gg}_m dof
LT e ' s it} ¥ Al C

(b):'nd-coxﬁp]ct'ton. or occupation certificate in respect of any building shall be Tree ©fficer.

other Officers and servants subordinate to him_such general or special directions Power of
be followed by them in the discharge of theirTree

* such cllrept:rc_ms. ~ . directions.

Prevention of

e Authiority in this. behalf to enter, with such ussis- Power of
! enlrv for the

purposes of
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o
21. Y[(1)] Whoever fells any treé 'or causes any’trze to be felled in contravention .
of the provisions 2[of the Act] or without reasonable éibus"e‘"-*-_failét'EOH'cnco‘a
to comply with any order issued or ' condition imposed by the Tree. Officer pendltyl: . -
or the Tree Authority or voluntarily obstructs any member ,cf the Tree
Authority or the Tree Officer 'br any Officéts” and' Servants subordinate to
him in the discharge of their functions undef 'this Act, shall, - on' conviction b
be punished with the fine of not less than one:thdusand rupégsd which may
extend upto five thousand rupeés for evety ‘offence and alsgdisvithy-impri- °
sonment for a term of not . less:than one' week, ‘which maygexieiiti upto
one year 2 T : el a0 T o TR 8

Provided . that, nothing in tliis:section shall -apply to the felling of trees on or
along the public roads undertaken by thes Public Works Department of the
State or Central Government. | i _ .

! vies iy

1[(2) The felling or causing of felling of eatli tree without the permission of *
the Tree Authority shall constitute a separate offence.]

’

22. (J) The State Government may, subject to the condition of previous':: * :
publication and by notification in‘the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying outPowerto . .
the purposes of this Act. “aeP7oen it make rules,

: e &R B o il

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid . as, soon as may. be after itis
made before each House of the State Legislature while it is in session for. a total
period of thirty days which may. be.comprisedin. one session or in two_successive
sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session imimediately following, both Houses =~
agree in making any modificationiin the rule or-both:Houses-agreei:that . the rule
should not be made, and rotify such:decision intthe Official Gazette,'the: irule shall
from the date of publication of''such nctificatiorithave effect only inzsuchimodified: .~

form or be of no effect; as the case’may be ; so’lhowever that any such! niodification
or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previqiil's_ly done -
i L,

or omitted to be done unde_r that rule. ' il g

P R | BT T e, S

1 Seetion 21 was renumbered as sub-section () by Mah. 3 of 1977, s. FOCh):  of hgtnth = rmvm
2 These words were substituted for the words and figure * of section 8 ** by Mah. 7¢of 1996} -
s. 17(a) (i). i ! 28 L il i
3 (Ti)wg portion was substituted for the portion beginning with the words *“ by the Trec Oﬂ’icer
or voluntarily obstruets "’ and ending with the words * to three months "' ibid., s. 17(a) (ii). ., ,
4 Sub-section (2) was substituted for the original Hg‘id.‘.‘s.‘l'f(b); A R ) g -
5 These words were substituted for the words * Penalty *:ibid.. s. 17(¢). R T . ke nd
: 7 Ly = L ey R ¢ £l ]
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